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Brown County Middle School Student and Parent Information

DearParentsandStudents oBrown County MiddleSchool,

The teachers and administration extend our sincere welcome to all Brown County Middle School students
for the 20242025 school year. We look forward to this new year and want it to be one in which you grow

not only intellectually, but socially and emotionally as well. Success and growth iratleasethis yeawill
becontingentfo somedegreepn theinformationcontainedvithin this handbookPleaseaeadit thoroughly.

It contains policies and rules designed to create a safe and productive learning environment for all students.

Thehandbookservesasa guideandis notmeantto beall-inclusive.Rather |t representshecurrent
statusof therules,practicesandpoliciesat Brown CountyMiddle Schoolandis subjectto change.
We expecteachstudento abide



ACADEMICS

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating/Plagiarism

Cheating is misrepresenting another person’s work as one’s own or allowing one’s work to be used in suc
manner. Students aexpected to perform theawn work. Any situation wherastudent is found to beheating

or plagiarizingmayresultin nocreditfor theparticulartest/assignment artbeadministratoand parents will be
notified of each incidence of cheating. Repeated cheating/plagiarism incidents may result in a failing grade
the course and/or administrative imposed consequences and may impact participation in sch
activities/athletics. Additional consequences will be administered if continued incidents occur.

Grades
It is importantthat studentgetoff to a good



high school All studentsompletingMath 1 in their 8" gradeyearareeligible to retakethe coursetheir freshman
year if they feel it would be beneficial.

Brown County Middle School Promotion Policy

The Illinois Promotion and Retention Policy prohibits social promotion. Accordingly, a student shall not be
promoted based upon age or any other social reasons. The decision to promote a student to the next grade
level shall be based on the successful completion of the curriculum and the requirements as outlined in this
policy.

1. A final passing grade (A, B, C, D) in 4 of the 4 core classes (Math, English Language Arts (Literature &
Writing), Social Studies, and Science) is required for promotion to the next grade level. A final passing grade
will be based on the average score of a core class each quarter.

Example:

1Q-50 %

2Q-65%

3Q-50%

4Q-70%.

Average final grade-58.75%

2. Students not passing at the end of the first semester will be placed on an *““At-Risk”” list.

3. Attempts will be made to monitor and implement strategies to help the child improve his/her grades during
the rest of the school year using Response to Intervention (Rtl).

4. At the end of the third quarter, all students who are not passing will be placed on the final ““At Risk™ list.

Transfer of Courses — Home Schooled Transfer Students

Forhomeschooledstudentdransferringnto BCMS, credits/coursewill notbeacceptedor classesinlesshey

are from accredited programsomeschooled classes taken from middle schexibookshatare notaken
throughanaccreditegorogramwill notreceive creditBCSD#1 reserveshe right to require students entering
directly from a homeschooled educational environment to pass placement/proficiency exams to determine the
appropriate grade level and/or courses.






ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE/ABSENTEEISM

Thelllinois School Code requiresWhoeverhascustody or control aiiny child betweentheagesof sevenand
seventeen years shall cause such child to attend some public school in the district wherein the child resides t
entire time it is in session.

Section26-2:"Any personhaving custody or control ofchnild whois belowtheage of 7 years or above thge
of 17 years and who is enrolled in any of grades 1 through 12 in the public school, shall cause him to attend 1



“administrativeunexcuse@dbsenceandmay receivehe penaltyof azeroin eachmissedclassandassignment
of detention or suspension.

EXCUSED ABSENCES - Excusedabsenceareabsencefor “valid cause” whichinclude,butarenotlimited
to, the following:

o Personalllness(ParentContact):Students are allowed 7 days/occurrences of absence per semester which ca
be excused with a parent phone call and/or note This includes up to five mental health days* per Public Act
1020266. If a student reaches seven parent contact absences in a semester-@agartialirrence or a full

day occurrence will both be counted for purposes of personal illness/parent contact days as 1 day of absence
all subsequent absences will be considered unexcused.

o Deathin theimmediate family;
o Family/homeemergencyapprovedyy administrator/reviewable);

o Courtappearance (Couttatesareexcusedibsences the studenthasanotefrom the probationofficer or
judge saying they were required to appear in court);

o Religiousobservances;

o Parent/Guardiamdicatingstudents ill (reviewable);

o Medical(adocumentedhealthrelatedabsence,e., medicalor dentalappointments);
o schootsanctionedield trips;

o Armedforcesrecruitervisit or enlistmentrelatedactivity (with official note)

o Out-of-schoolsuspensiofAdministrativeremovalfrom schoolpropertyfor a schooldayor portionthereof
for violations of school disciplinary policies);

o In-schoolsuspensiofan in-building administrativaeassignmerftom a classperiodor periodsfor violations
of school disciplinary policies).

o Administrativeapproval;
o Prearrangedapproved absencéseeproceduredpelow)

NOTE: Theaboveabsenceareexamplesf “valid cause” absencesse.,absencesitedin thelllinois School
Code and/or District #1 School Board policy.

PRE-ARRANGED APPROVED ABSENCES -Permissiorfor apre-arrangedabsencenustbesecuredn the
office at least 3 days in advance of the absence.&Pranged absence could include the following:

1) ReligiousProgramof Instructionor Conference- A parent/guardiamustnotify theattendanceffice
approximately two weeks before the absences.

2) Family-Related/Family Time Absences — Parents/guardians should make every attempt to schedule family:
related/familytime absences around the school schedule. However, when such trips must be made while schi
is in session, an application for prpproved familyretated activities will be reviewed and considered for
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notice is required to prarrange an absence. Schoolwork missed is to be made up according to the classroom
teacher’s policy. Only family time or famiselated absence qualify as excused absdraidure to pre-
arrange in the required timeframe will cause the absence to be considered unexcused and all attendance

penalties will apply.
* A dayof
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Dances

Throughout theschool yeai7" and &' gradestudents may have an opportunity to hagehool danceOnly 7"
and8" gradeBCMS studentsaand7th/8t" grade students from St. Mary’s School in Mt. Sterling will beallowed

to attend.School appropriate dress is expect8dhool rules apply.

Students who have accumulated 2 or more days of OSS or 5 or more days of 1SS and those who have missed

5% or more of school attendance days (unexcused absences) for the school year may not be permitted to
attend school dances, at the discretion of the principal.

Library

The Media Center is a resource center for students and faculty members. We have two library collections,
suitable for Junior High students and one for High School students. In addition, there are materials available
useby teachersStudentsareexpectedo returntheirbooksontime. Studentsnaybesubjecto disciplinaryaction

if booksarenotreturnedn 2 monthsParentwill berequiredto payareplacementeefor lostor damagedbooks.

Middle Schoolstudentsnaycheckoutbooksfor four (4) weeksandmayrenewthosebooksonceunlesssomeone
elsehasrequestedhem.Thereis notalimit to thenumberof booksthatstudentsnaycheckout, aslongasbooks
arereturnedontime. Referencenaterialsarenot checkedutto studentsput studentsnayrequespermissiorto
have copies made.

Studentsnusthaveapasgo goto thelibrary. Studentsiot havinga definite needfor library materialsshouldnot
gotothelibrary. Thelibrary is notsetupto functionasa
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school. A school lunch will be provided if the teacher discovers a child’s lunch is missing vital nutritious
components.
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In the event that the maximum number of players for an IESA 7th grade post season roster cannot be filled by
having a 6th grade tryout, a tryout with 5th graders may take place with approval from the middle school
administration and athletic director.

Track & Field

Boys and girls track will be open to any Bt grade student attending Brown County Middle School or St. Mary
School.

***T he final roster must be submitted to the athlétiecor by 3:00 pm sevedays after the first day of practice.

***Brown County Middle School principal and athletic director will have the final say on all matters pertaining t
junior high athletics both covered and not covered in this policy.
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Brown CountyCommunityUnit SchoolDistrict #1 Annual Asbestos Management Notification
DearParents:

This letter is to inform you of the asbestos management plan within Brown County Community Unit Scho
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